
 
 
 

FORMER WBC HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION BERMANE STIVERNE, 
HALL OF FAME PROMOTER DON KING, TRAINER DON HOUSE 
 MEET THE MEDIA TO DISCUSS BOXER’S CONDITION, FUTURE  

FOLLOWING HIS LOSS TO DEONTAY WILDER ON SATURDAY NIGHT 
 

 Press Conference Quotes; Monday, Jan. 19, at MGM Grand 
 
LAS VEGAS (Jan. 19, 2015) – Two nights after being hospitalized following his loss to unbeaten 
challenger Deontay Wilder on SHOWTIME® from the MGM Grand Garden Arena, former 
WBC Heavyweight Champion  Bermane Stiverne, his Hall of Fame promoter, Don King, and 
his trainer, Don House, hosted a press conference late today at the MGM Grand. 
 
Here’s what they had to say: 
 
PROMOTER DON KING  
 
“We called this press conference because the Bermane we saw on Saturday night was not the 
Bermane we all know. Deontay Wilder did a very good job; this is not a press conference for 
excuses, it is for fact. The doctors at the hospital of the UMC said that he had a severe case of 
dehydration. His muscles were not working and they thought he had blood in his urine, so they 
took some tests and held him in the hospital until this morning. 

“We want to applaud Deontay Wilder for doing his job, but the man before him was handicapped 
and unable to do his job, but that should not take anything away from his victory. Deontay 
performed and did a great job. It is unfortunate, but Bermane will have to do it another day. 
Knowing the champion we have in Deontay has so eloquently stated that he will take on 
anybody, I am certain without any equivocation he would grant a rematch with the real Bermane 
than the man who was handicapped in the ring, not taking away the victory he had and the way 
he shined. 

“We praise Deontay and hope he can be champion long enough to where we can have a 
rematch of the ‘Return to Glory.’  

“Just like our great military, when they get knocked down, they get back up again. Even with his 
severe dehydration Bermane still stood there for 12 rounds.  

“We want to thank Richard Sturm, President of MGM Grand entertainment and Stephen 
Espinoza with SHOWTIME Boxing for playing a major part in getting this program together. We 



applaud both our staff and the MGM staff for doing a commendable job for making this happen. 
The spirit for ‘Return to Glory’ was high. We had a great card with Amir Imam in the fight of the 
night, getting knocked down and getting back up. All of the fights were exceptional. It was a 
good night of boxing for the fans and that is what we are really about. 

“Don House so eloquently stated the health of Bermane is so important so when I found out he 
was in the hospital, I went to stay the day there with him because usually we just send them to 
the hospital to get checked out, but they decided to hold him. When they decided to hold him, I 
had to get over there and see my fighter. The staff was terrific and very gracious to me and very 
definitive about what could be wrong and investigating all aspects. They said he is healthy and 
should take off a month or so to get some rest and then get to work to prepare for his return to 
glory and recapture the heavyweight crown that is currently held by a great champion named 
Deontay Wilder.”  

BERMANE STIVERNE 
 
 “I want to apologize for not making the post-fight press conference. Unfortunately I was not able 
to perform in the fight like I wanted to due to severe dehydration and muscle damage. I did not 
know it was that serious until they told me. I could have died from it. I am happy to just be 
myself, walk and talk again.  Thank God for this, that’s really what matters to me to be healthy 
right now. 

“I did not know the severity of it Saturday night. I was able to give the people a good show, 12 
rounds of boxing. If I had to do it again I would do it again. This is not the end for me. I will give 
it a couple weeks and then get back to work. I have a vision for this, but right now it’s just on 
pause. It’s just a matter of time before I will get back on my feet and walk again. When it comes 
to my health, I have been released from the hospital. They would not let me leave until I was 
sufficiently hydrated. I am grateful. Thank you to my promoter and trainer, everyone who has 
welcomed me. 

“To my fans, I apologize for not being able to perform like Bermane usually does. I know that 
people who really know me, know how I fight. My last fight with Chris Arreola, I gave you a good 
show. It is unfortunate that I couldn’t do what I wanted to do with my fight with Deontay Wilder. I 
want to congratulate him, he fought a good fight. Hopefully somewhere in the future we will 
meet again. 

“Thanks everyone for coming out to the press conference, I am back on my feet 100 percent 
right now. I just need a couple of weeks or a month of rest to be back where I left off.” 

DON HOUSE, Stiverne’s Trainer 

“Thank you guys for coming out. The most important thing is that Bermane is OK. That is my 
main concern. I noticed somewhere in the fight, probably around the third or fourth round, 
something wasn’t right. Even though he told me he was OK, we all know Bermane. I don’t mind 
losing a fight, but I knew something wasn’t right, so I was very concerned. Around the ninth or 
10th round I was thinking to stop the fight because you don’t have to continue, but he wanted to 
keep fighting. 



“You didn’t see Bermane, you saw maybe 10-15 percent of Bermane. I really believe and really 
felt this should have been a decent fight for Bermane, but would last four rounds or less 
because his power and speed. We never underestimated him. We trained as if he was fighting 
King Kong. I train every fighter like that, underestimate no one. But Saturday night, we had 
about 15 percent of Bermane. 

“We are going to look back, see what we did wrong, how we can do things better, what we 
should have done. We will take a look at how the dehydration may have happened. We will take 
a look at the fight and some of the things we did in training and find out what we did wrong.” 

# # # 
 

“RETURN TO GLORY”:  STIVERNE VS. WILDER, a 12-round fight for Stiverne’s WBC 
Heavyweight Championship took place Saturday, Jan. 17 at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in 
Las Vegas, and was co-promoted by Don King Productions and Golden Boy Promotions 
and sponsored by Corona and Mexico – Live It To Believe It!.  In the 12-round co-feature, 
unbeaten WBC Super Bantamweight World Champion Leo Santa Cruz defended against 
Jesus Ruiz and undefeated Amir Imam faced Fidel Maldonado Jr. in a 10-round super 
lightweight bout for the WBC Continental Americas Super Lightweight Title. The event took 
place at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas, Nev., and will aired live on SHOWTIME 
(10:00 p.m. ET/ 7:00 p.m. PT). The telecast was also available in Spanish via secondary audio 
programming (SAP). Preliminary bouts were televised live on SHOWTIME EXTREME® (8:00 
p.m. ET/PT, delayed on the West Coast). 
 
For more information visit www.donking.com, www.goldenboypromotions.com and 
www.sports.sho.com, follow on Twitter @GoldenBoyBoxing, @BStiverne, @BronzeBomber, 
@SHOSports and @MGMGrand and become a fan on Facebook 
at www.Facebook.com/GoldenBoyBoxing and www.facebook.com/SHOBoxing, or visit 
SHOWTIME Boxing Blog at http://theboxingblog.sho.com/. 
 
CONTACTS:  
John Beyrooty, Don King Productions/BZA: (562) 233-7477 
Ed Keenan, Don King Productions/EMC:  (609) 399-1330 
Ramiro Gonzalez/Cecilia Zuniga, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 489-5631 
Kelly Swanson/Lisa Milner, Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500 
Stefan Friedman/Kristen Rockwell, Mercury for Golden Boy Promotions: (323) 308-8598 
Chris DeBlasio, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1633 
Matt Donovan, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1663 
Flo Jocou, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-7319  
John Beyrooty/Jared Kaufer, BZA/Showtime: (562) 233-7477/(818) 621-1111 
Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6724 
Kristen Cadenhead, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6729 
 

 
 

 
 
 


